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because in this way the prospect of being able to view all extant papyri in digital form from any
place in the world becomes realisable and would be of inestimable importance for the discipline.
The importance of images for papyrologists should not be underestimated. The verification of
readings and joints between two papyri stored in different collections for example is only possible
with any degree of certainty when images are available.

The emphasis so far has been on APIS itself and how its database enhances and assists the working
environment of papyrologists. Within the context of a number of other projects in Papyrology,
which also present metadata, full text entry and complementary image material, APIS has a very
important role to play. In Heidelberg there is the so called HGV which presents papyrologists world
wide with constantly updated metadata on all published documentary papyri. The images of papyri,
wherever they are available, are included in HGV. This is done via linking and thus the existence of
APIS records for an ever increasing number of texts means that the number of links increase and
the integration of APIS and HGV grows steadily. This is obviously only of benefit to papyrologists,
as they can at a mouse click move from one database to another dependent upon what is of most
pressing importance at any given moment during their research work.

At Duke University there is the so called DDbDP, a full text database of the Greek texts of the
published documentary papyri. This is already closely matched to HGV via links, but APIS also
provides a link whenever the record relates to a published text. Once again the existence of a
properly maintained APIS is essential in order guarantee a meaningful coexistence of these
differing but complementary undertakings.

Recently in Leuven the Trismegistos project has opened up a further venue in terms of integration.
Trismegistos collects metadata about texts in languages other than Greek (Egyptian, i.e.
Hieroglyphs, Demotic, Coptic as well as Aramaic, Meroitic and Arabic to mention the more
important ones). Alongside these the Greek and Latin texts treated by HGV are integrated. Each
one of these texts receives a unique identifier number. It has been agreed that this number can be
shared amongst the existing projects which should facilitate linking and further integration of the
various projects.

In Leipzig a German Papyrus Portal is being created. This will produce a database for all papyri
stored in German institutions and should likewise be integrated and linked with the existing
projects. The interdependability of each of these projects upon one another presupposes that each
database as an individual entity is maintained and supported. For this reason and because APIS
represents such an excellent example of the use of database functionality in disseminating images
and information from collections around the world it is of the utmost importance to continue its
support. The continuation of support will only reflect well upon the institution that that chooses to
do so.

(Prof. Dr. Andrea Jordens)
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Dear Committee Members:

I am most pleased to write in strongest possible support of the proposed APIS 6 application.
The significance of APIS cannot be overstated. Papyrology has long been been well served by
the drive toward standards, but it is in large measure owing to the industry and ingenuity of
APIS that the discipline as a whole is moving quickly toward a robust, standards-based web
presence: papyrology will surely be the first of the disciplines within Classical Studies to go
fully digital.

This next phase of APIS builds on a longstanding record of success in the development of
standards and the cultivation of partnerships. It promises to reach beyond its content creation
mandate, to facilitate interoperation between it and its peer projects. It will soon be able to
bring the benefits of complete integration of APIS, the Duke Databank of Documentary Papyri
and the Heidelberger Gesamtverzeichnis der Griechischen Papyrusurkunden aus Agypten to
bear on the past decade’s cataloging efforts. In other words, APIS is on track to become an
environment in which papyrology happens.

The tremendous value of APIS is keenly felt by community of papyrologists, who have voted
with their feet. The roster of APIS member institutions is now considerable; so also, the
number of European “sister” projects that have emerged in recent years, often adopting APIS
standards, always developed in consultation with APIS leadership. After having catalyzed a
global push toward digital cataloging of papyrological collections APIS is now changing to
meet changing demands, focusing on improved user-end capabilities and enhanced potential
for collaborations; perhaps most important, APIS has become a legal entity, as it were, a
property of the discipline. APIS embodies the ideal of the amicita papyrologorum, of academia
itself.

Sincerely,

Ghés—

joshua.sosin@duke.edu



H. Sample Materials

Live screen shots from the current release of the Papyrological Navigator
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