




 
 
 25 June 2007 
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
I am most pleased to write in strongest possible support of the proposed APIS 6 application. 
The significance of APIS cannot be overstated. Papyrology has long been been well served by 
the drive toward standards, but it is in large measure owing to the industry and ingenuity of 
APIS that the discipline as a whole is moving quickly toward a robust, standards-based web 
presence: papyrology will surely be the first of the disciplines within Classical Studies to go 
fully digital. 
 
This next phase of APIS builds on a longstanding record of success in the development of 
standards and the cultivation of partnerships. It promises to reach beyond its content creation 
mandate, to facilitate interoperation between it and its peer projects. It will soon be able to 
bring the benefits of complete integration of APIS, the Duke Databank of Documentary Papyri 
and the Heidelberger Gesamtverzeichnis der Griechischen Papyrusurkunden aus Ägypten to 
bear on the past decade’s cataloging efforts. In other words, APIS is on track to become an 
environment in which papyrology happens. 
 
The tremendous value of APIS is keenly felt by community of papyrologists, who have voted 
with their feet. The roster of APIS member institutions is now considerable; so also, the 
number of European “sister” projects that have emerged in recent years, often adopting APIS 
standards, always developed in consultation with APIS leadership. After having catalyzed a 
global push toward digital cataloging of papyrological collections APIS is now changing to 
meet changing demands, focusing on improved user-end capabilities and enhanced potential 
for collaborations; perhaps most important, APIS has become a legal entity, as it were, a 
property of the discipline. APIS embodies the ideal of the amicita papyrologorum, of academia 
itself. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
joshua.sosin@duke.edu 
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H. Sample Materials  
 

 
 

Live screen shots from the current release of the Papyrological Navigator 



 




